The typical Scout comes home
from a weekend in the woods with
all sorts of souvenirs: sore muscles
and great memories, bug bites
and smelly laundry.

Eagle Scout Blake Cortrightis
not the typical Scout. Two years
ago, Blake came home froma
troop outing with the idea for
his first television documentary.
He was 14 years old.

Last May, that documentary,
The First Encampment, premiered on PBS affiliate WMHT in Troy,
New York, and it has since appeared on other New York stations.

In a style similar to a Ken Burns production, the 30-minute film
describes America’s first experimental Boy Scout camp, an all-but-
forgotten event that took place at Silver Bay, the camp Blake visited
with his troop in 2008.
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A Journey Into History

Founded in 1903, Silver Bay is a 700-acre YMCA camp and retreat
center on the share of Lake George in upstate New York. YMCA officials
were central to the founding of the Boy Scouts of America, so Silver
Bay was the natural place to try out the new Scouting program in1910.
Under the leadership of BSA co-founder Emest Thompson Seton,
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140 boys and adults from YMCAs
across the northeastern United
States came together to learn
more about Scouting.

“It proved that this crazy idea of
teaching morals and service and
community ideals and reverence
was workable,” Blake said. “l think
it was the success of that camp
that has allowed Scouting to grow
into what itis today.”

Each evening, Seton regaled
the campers with his famous stories of wild animals and Native
Americans. Nearly a century later—at the same council ring—Blake
satenthralled while Silver Bay staff member Bob James described
America’s first Scout camp. An octogenarian, James had been
studying the history of Silver Bay and Scouting for two decades,
amassing a wealth of historic photographs and documents.

“He has a very wonderful presentation that he put together,”

Blake said. “He’s not a boring old guy talking. He's a respected
elderly gentleman with amazing information on the history, which
justintrigued and really captured the imagination and the attention
of the kids who were there.”







